
INTRODUCTION TO MATTHEW
I.  THE ASSUMPTIONS/PRESUPPOSITIONS THAT I AM BRINGING TO THE STUDY
A. The Bible is the inspired, inerrant, Word of God, and the only rule for faith and life.  Therefore, what Luke records is true, reliable, and trustworthy.

B. The focus of all Scripture is Jesus Christ.

C. You want to learn and can learn!  The Bible can be understood by everyone and is for everyone. No question is a dumb question.

D. I do not know everything, and I make mistakes (Acts 17:11). 

II.  WHY BOTHER STUDYING THE BOOK OF MATTHEW?

A. One of key sources we have concerning Christ’s earthly ministry  

B. Important for understanding doctrine of the church.  Matthew is the only Gospel that mentions “church” (Matthew 16:18; 18:17f.)

C. Critical for understanding the “kingdom.”  The kingdom is one of the most talked about things in Matthew’s Gospel (56x) and yet the most misunderstood concept in our day!

III.  IMPORTANT CONCEPTS IN MATTHEW
Kingdom

One dare not think he or she can properly interpret the Gospels without a clear understanding of the concept of the kingdom of God in the ministry of Jesus.

(Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for all its Worth p.131)

Kingdom is an OT concept and the word begins to occur with a high frequency in the books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles.  Why would this be?

1. In the NT, only Matthew uses “kingdom of heaven” (32x)

2. Matthew uses “kingdom of God” 4x (12:28; 19:24; 21:31,43)

3. “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God” are used interchangeably (Mt.19:23-24)

4. Matthew’s Gospel talks about  “kingdom” more than any other; in fact, the term kingdom is found 56x in Matthew and the second closest is Luke/Acts where it occurs 54x.

The kingdom of God is “everything but the Father.” (Ken Smith)

Kingdom – For Jesus, the kingdom is the fulfillment of the promises made to the fathers.  Jesus proclaims the final arrival of that order.  The kingdom was not before Jesus.  The kingdom is “the eschatological order for the creation, inaugurated by the coming of Christ.” (Richard Gaffin; class notes)

How was the emphasis on the Kingdom of God in Matthew different from simply saying that God is sovereign?


Mountain

Fulfillment (Mt.1:22-23; 2:5-6,15,17,23; 3:15; 4:14-16; 5:17; 8:17; 12:17-21; 13:14-15,35; 21:4-5; 26:54,56; 27:9-10; cf. R.T. France)

Christ’s interpretation of Moses versus the Pharisees’ interpretation of Moses

Authority (occurs 10x in Matthew; note the passages where Jesus confronts the “authority” of the religious leaders: [Matt 5:21–7:23; 12:1–8; 15:1–14; 16:11–12; 21:12–17, 23–27, 33–46; 23:1–36]). 

Tax Collectors, Sinners, Prostitutes, Drunkenness, Gluttony & Grace (Matthew 9:10-13; 11:19; 21:31).

Righteousness, righteous, just: doing God’s will (Matthew 3:15; 5:6,10,20; 6:1,33; 7:21; 12:50; 21:31; etc.)

Disciple (73x in Matthew)

Me, Mine, My, & I (cf. Mt.4:19; 5:18,20-22,27,28,31-34,38-39,43-44; 6:2,5,16,25,29; 7:21-23,24,26; 10:32-33,37-40; 11:27-30; 16:24-25; 19:28-29; 26:26,28; 28:18; etc.)

Titles: Son of God; Son of Man

Son of God – Occurs 124x in the NT.  

· “Son” is key for understanding the genealogy of Jesus as He was both the “Son” the seed of the woman through David and Abraham and the Son of God by virtue of Mary’s virgin conception (Matthew 1:1-25).

· Sonship is closely connected with kingship and is thus an apt title for Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel.  To understand the significance of this title we must look back to the OT texts which this title is rooted in: Gen.22:2
; 2 Sam.7:14; Psalm 2:7 with Matthew 16:16; 89:26-27). 

· Christ’s Sonship was declared by the Father at Jesus’ baptism (Mt.3:17).  Two of the three temptations in Mt.4 center on the question, “If you are the Son of God…”

· Confession of Christ as the “Son of God” means that a person “gets it” (Matthew 16:13-17; 27:51-54).  

Son of Man – In the NT the phrase occurs eighty-five times in the Gospels and only four times outside the Gospels (Acts 7:56; Heb.2:6; Rev.1:13; 14:14).  “Son of Man” is Jesus’ favorite self-designation.  In fact, every time the phrase “Son of Man” is used in the NT it comes from the lips of Jesus with the exception of John 12:34; Acts 7:56; Rev.1:13; 14:14.  Jesus uses the title in many different contexts including: His betrayal, sufferings, death, resurrection, coming in glory to Judge, His right to forgive sins, His lordship over the Sabbath, His humility, His Incarnation.  We can summarize the significance of this title under two headings: humiliation & glory.

IV.  PURPOSE/THEME OF MATTHEW

Theme: “Behold your King is coming to you” (Zech.9:9; Mt.21:4-5)

V.  AUTHOR

The original writing of this Gospel apparently did not have an author’s name attached to it.  The reason we believe it was Matthew the Apostle (former tax collector) is based upon tradition.  Papias (d.130 AD), Ireneus, Eusubius, and Origen all affirm Matthew’s authorship.
VI.  DATE WHEN MATTHEW WAS WRITTEN

A. External Evidence

Based upon early sources, I believe that Matthew was written fairly early (40s or 50s) and probably first written in Semitic and not Greek.  Papias (c.130) wrote that Matthew wrote oracles in the Hebrew dialect.  

B. Internal Evidence

Donald Senior finds that of 18 brief Gentile appearances or references in Matthew [4:15; 5:47; 6:7,32; 10:5,18; 12:18,21; 18:17; 20:19,25; 21:43; 24:7,9,14; 25:32; 28:19]; 14 do not appear in Mark and 12 are unique to Matthew (“Between Two Worlds: Gentiles and Jewish Christians in Matthew’s Gospel,” CBQ 61 [1999] 14-18; quoted by Gene Smillie, “Even the Dogs”: Gentiles in the Gospel of Matthew; JETS).

What, according to Matthew, is a Gentile?
· A person who does not believe in Jesus.  A person who doesn’t have the faith of Abraham

· A person who does not do the law of God

· Ultimately the Jewish religious leaders!

· Matthew is subtly redefining “Jew” and “Gentile”.  He began in the first chapter by including three Gentile women in Jesus’ genealogy!  

· Paul does the same thing in Romans and Galatians by redefining “Jew” and “Gentile.” 

· The Sitz im Leben of Matthew is the question of who is a true Jew?  Who is a Gentile?  Who is clean and who is unclean?  This also is the Sitz im Leben of Acts, Romans, and Galatians.  Internal evidence suggests that Matthew was between 50-60 AD or perhaps even earlier.

BY FAR, ONE OF THE BIGGEST CONTROVERSIES IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL IS THE TOPIC OF EATING

· “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors and sinners?” (Matt.9:11)

· “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” (Matt.9:14)

· “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ 
19 “The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” (Matt.11:18-19)

· Picking grain on the Sabbath: “Look, Your disciples do what is not lawful to do on a Sabbath” (Matt.12:1,2)

· “Why do Your disciples break the tradition of the elders?  For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.” (Matt.15:2)

· “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs” (15:26).

The emphasis upon Gentiles and eating in Matthew’s Gospel reflects the 1st century controversies over eating and drinking (cf. Acts 10; Galatians 1).  This is strong internal evidence that the “Sitz im Leben” (situation in life or setting) of Matthew was the early days when the church struggled eating with Gentiles and the matter of unclean food.  This would be strong evidence that Matthew was written before 60 AD.  

VII.  STRUCTURE OR “ANATOMY” OF MATTHEW’S GOSPEL

Why is trying to discern the structure of Matthew important?
A. Structure according to geography

B. Repeated Formula

C. Chiasmus 

D. A biographical and theological model

1. The Person of Jesus Messiah (1:1–4:16)

2. The Proclamation of Jesus Messiah (4:17–16:20)

3. The Suffering, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Messiah (16:21–28:20) 

E. Miniature structures

1. I am with you (Matthew 1:23 with 28:20).

2. Gospel begins with Abraham and ends with the blessing for all the nations.

VIII.  GENRE 

Genre is related to purpose.  If you know the purpose for which a document was written then you are well on your way to interpreting it correctly.  Remember Orson Welles’ 1938 version of “The War of the Worlds?”  It was so realistic that thousands believed an alien attack was actually occurring!  


IX.  RELATIONSHIP OF MATTHEW TO THE OTHER GOSPELS
Matthew is sometimes called a “synoptic Gospel.”  What is meant by “synoptic?”

X.  RELATIONSHIP OF MATTHEW TO THE OLD TESTAMENT
XI. SOME GUIDELINES FOR BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION

FOR NEXT WEEK: READ MATTHEW 1
How many generations are recorded in Matthew’s genealogy? (Matthew 1:17)

Who is Jeconiah (Matthew 1:12 with Jeremiah 22:30)?  

What should our opinion about Mary be?

Prepared by Pastor Aaron Goerner (9/24/2003).  See Dt.33:8-10; Ezra 7:10; Malachi 2:7; Acts 17:11; Col.1:28,29; 1 Tim.4:12-16.  Questions/Comments?  Website: ChristChurchReformed.com; Email: christchurch@christchurchreformed.com
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Study #1





The population of Palestine in Jesus’ day was approximately 500,000 to 600,000 (about that of Vermont, Boston, or Jerusalem today). About 18,000 of these residents were clergy, priests and Levites (“Did You Know” in Christian History Magazine Issue 59).








How much more cosmopolitan could first century Israel be?


Hebrew religion


Aramaic language


Greek culture


Roman government








“In the Scriptures, God’s kingdom is the shadow of his presence; not so much his domain as his dominion; not his realm but his rule.  God’s kingdom is the working of his power to accomplish his purposes of judgment and salvation” (Clowney, The Church p.38).











� Perhaps the connection with Genesis 22 is more clear because Matthew’s genealogy does not go all the way back to Adam, but Abraham.





