AUTHORITY & THE TWO PILLARS OF JUDAISM: TORAH & TEMPLE

Selected texts from Matthew’s Gospel

I.  ONE OF THE THEMES IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL IS “AUTHORITY”. (Matthew 7:29; 9:6,8; 10:1; 21:23-27; 28:18)

A. “The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” (Matthew 9:6,8).

B. Jesus gave His twelve authority over unclean spirits, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness (Matthew 10:1).

C. Jesus is the authoritative interpreter of the Sabbath (Matthew 11:28-12:21).

D. Jesus was not using His authority to undermine Moses.  Jesus was using His authority to undermine the way that the religious leaders of His Day had distorted Moses.

1. Jesus allowed His disciples to eat grain on the Sabbath not because He was teaching that the day was invalidated, but because God’s law placed compassion & mercy over obedience (Matthew 12:7 with Hosea 6:6; cf. Matthew 9:13).  

2. The Sabbath was one of Jesus’ favorite days for healing because He had compassion for those whose bodies had been broken by the Fall (Matthew 12:12).

E. Jesus did not teach that the Torah & the Temple were invalidated.  What was distinctive about His teaching was that the Torah and Temple pointed to Himself.  

II.  WITHIN JUDAISM THERE WERE TWO PILLARS: TEMPLE AND TORAH.

What did Moses receive on Mount Sinai?

What was more important or “foundational” than the two pillars of Judaism? (cf. Matthew 1:23 with 28:20)

If Judaism had the two pillars of Torah and Temple, then what did the Jews of Jesus’ Day miss?

A. The Parable of the Landowner (Matthew 21:33-46)

1. The parable of the landowner was given in the last week of Jesus’ life.

2. The parable was directed at the chief priests and Pharisees (Mt.21:45).

3. Jesus teaches that He is the chief corner stone (Mt.21:42 with Psalm 118:22; cf. 1 Pet.2:7).

4. The meaning of chief corner stone must be understood in the entire context of Jesus’ life and His teaching about the Torah and His cleansing of the Temple (cf. Mt.5:17-20; 12:6).

B. Jesus obeyed the requirements of the Temple:

1. He was circumcised on the 8th Day (Lev.12:3 with Luke 1:59).

2. He paid His temple tax (Matthew 17:24-27; Ex.30:13; 2 chron.24:9; Neh.10:32).

3. Jesus celebrated the Passover, the Feast of Tabernacles, and the Feast of Weeks.

C. Jesus kept the law of God in its entirety.  

1. Jesus taught that His disciples should keep the Law of God (Matthew 5:17-20).

2. Jesus commended the Pharisees and scribes to the extent that they kept the Law of Moses (Matthew 13:52; 23:1-3,23; cf. Matthew 16:11).

D. The fight in Matthew’s Gospel was not Jesus on one side and the Pharisees and Moses on the other.  The debate was about Jesus’ authoritative interpretation of Moses and His teaching that He was greater than the Temple.

III.  THE ISSUE OF AUTHORITY, TORAH & TEMPLE COMES TO A HEAD IN MATTHEW 26 WHEN JESUS IS ON TRIAL BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST. (Matthew 26:57-68)
A. At Jesus’ trial, false testimony was brought implying that Jesus was a lawbreaker (Mt.26:59-60).

B. Two witnesses came forward in Christ’s trial and brought up the second pillar of Judaism: the Temple (Matthew 26:61).

C. Jesus didn’t die because He broke the Torah, but because His people had.  The temple of Jesus had to be destroyed so that He could rise again and we with Him (John 2:19-22).

IV.  SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU AND ME?

A. The law & temple were the pillars of Judaism.  They are still the pillars for New Testament Israel – but they must be understood and interpreted in relationship to the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

B. Jesus clearly teaches in Matthew’s Gospel that the Law is still relevant for His disciples (Mt.5:17-20).

C. Just as our relationship to the Law has changed, so too has our relationship to the temple.  

· Tabernacle/temple ( Jesus is greater than the Temple (Matthew 12:6; cf. John 2:19-22; Heb.12:22-24)

· High Priest ( Jesus Christ (Heb.7:22-28)

· Sacrificial system including the use of instruments in worship ( Jesus Christ the Lamb of God (John 1:29; Heb.9-10)

· Incense ( Prayers of the saints and the intercessory work of Jesus (Rom.8:34; Heb.7:25)

· Altar ( Jesus Christ (Hebrews 13:10)

· Menorah ( Christ (John 8:12; 9:5) 

· Showbread ( Christ the bread of the world (John 6:48; 1 Cor.10:16-17)

· Veil ( flesh of Jesus Christ (Mt.27:51; Hebrews 10:19,20)
· Passover ( Lord’s Supper (1 Cor.5:7; 11:23-26)
· Circumcision (Baptism (Colossians 2:11,12)
· 7th Day Sabbath ( 1st Day Sabbath/Lord’s Day (Ex.20:8-11 with Dt.5:12-15; cf. Ex.12:2; John 20:1; Acts 20:7-11; 1 Cor.16:2; Rev.1:10)

QUESTIONS FOR SABBATH DISCUSSION & MEDITATION:
Take what you have learned this morning and make it into a prayer for yourself, your family, the church and/or our nation.  Pray that God would apply the truths of His Word to the increase of your faith, hope, and love.        

What are the “two pillars” of Judaism?

Does Jesus ever question the authority of Moses?  Whose authority is He challenging?

List and describe three examples where authority is an issue in Matthew’s Gospel?

How is Jesus the “chief corner stone” of the Kingdom of God, which was taken away from the unbelieving Jews?

What is the relationship of the Christian to the Torah today?

What is the relationship of the Christian to the Temple today?  Where is the Temple if it is not in earthly Jerusalem? (Hint: see Eph.2:19-22; 1 Tim.3:15; Hebrews 12:18-29)

Prepared by Pastor Aaron Goerner (8/17/2003).  See Dt.33:8-10; Ezra 7:10; Malachi 2:7; Acts 17:11; Col.1:28,29; 1 Tim.4:12-16.  Questions/Comments?  Church phone: 734-0568; Website: ChristChurchReformed.com
‘The stone which the builders rejected, This became the chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes’?


(Matthew 21:42 with Psalm 118:22; cf. Isa.28:16; Acts 4:11)








