THE SECOND COMING OF “DAVID”

Micah 2:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

I.  MATTHEW 1-2 EMPHASIZE BOTH THE “LOWLY” AND “EXALTED” STATUS OF JESUS 

A. The chief priests and scribes quote from the part of Micah’s prophecy about the king’s “humiliation,” but not His “exalted” status.


B. The pedigree of Jesus, according to aristocratic standards was unadulterated.  But the pedigree of Jesus, in the sight of God was full of adulterers and people who had been polluted by sin.

C. They shall call His name… “God with us” (Matthew 1:22-23) “He shall be called a Nazarene” (Matthew 2:23).

QUESTION 27 OF THE SHORTER CATECHISM

Wherein did Christ’ s humiliation consist?

Christ’ s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition, (Luke 2:7) made under the law, (Gal. 4:4) undergoing the miseries of this life, (Heb. 12:2–3, Isa. 53:2–3) the wrath of God, (Luke 22:44, Matt. 27:46) and the cursed death of the cross; (Phil. 2:8) in being buried, (1 Cor. 15:3–4) and continuing under the power of death for a time. (Acts 2:24–27,31)

II.  THE HOPE OF MICAH’S PROPHECY IS THAT THE BYGONE DAYS OF THE DAVIDIC KINGSHIP WOULD NOT BE BYGONE FOREVER (vv.1,2)

A. In Micah’s day, things weren’t like they used to be during the reign of King David and Solomon

1. Assyria was the dominant world power.

2. The leaders of God’s people despised justice, hated what was good, and loved evil (3:1,2,9).

3. The leaders judged for a bribe (3:11).

4. The prophets of God were leading God’s people astray and telling fortunes for money (3:5,11).

B. Micah’s prophecy of hope was given in the context of the siege of Jerusalem (v.1)

1. The king who sat on David’s throne was trapped in Jerusalem like a bird in a cage

2. The king who sat on David’s throne would be struck on the cheek (v.1; 1 Kings 22:24; Job 16:10; Psalm 3:7; cf. Mt.5:39)

III.  ISRAEL’S RULER WOULD BE BORN IN BETHLEHEM EPHRATHAH (v.2; Ruth 1:22; 2:4; 4:11; 1 Samuel 17:12; Mt.2:1,5: Lk.2:4,15; Jn.7:40-42)

A. The place of the King’s birth was prophesied some seven centuries before it happened (v.2; Matthew 2:5,6).

B. Where is Bethlehem Ephrathah?  What happened of historical significance there?

1. Bethlehem Ephrathah was the vicinity where Rachel died and was buried when giving birth to Benjamin (Gen.35:18-19).

a. As she was dying, Rachel named her son, “Ben-oni/the son of my sorrow” (Gen.35:18).

b. Jacob renamed him, “Ben-jamin/son of my right hand” (Gen.35:18).

c. Rachel’s death is the context of “Rachel weeping” (Jeremiah 31:15 with Matthew 2:18).

Jeremiah 31:15
Thus says the Lord, “A voice is heard in Ramah, Lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; She refuses to be comforted for her children, Because they are no more.” 


d. The Old Testament is like a pregnant woman, anticipating the time when the Seed of the Woman would give birth in Bethlehem (Micah 4:10; 5:2,3; see Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Rev.12:1-6).

2. Bethlehem Ephrathah was the place where Boaz took Ruth the ancestress of David to be his wife (Ruth 4:11).

3. Bethlehem Ephrathah was the place where David was born (1 Samuel 17:12).

C. Did you know that in the Old Testament, the first coming of Jesus was referred to as the “Second Coming of David?” (Jeremiah 30:9; Ezekiel 34:23-24; 37:24-25; Hosea 3:5; cf. Isaiah 11:1,10; Jeremiah 33:15).

D. Bethlehem was small and insignificant - “too little to be among the thousands of Judah” (v.1; cf. Josh.15).  “Thousand” was the largest basic division of military leadership in OT Israel (Ex.18:21; Num.1:16; 31:3,4; Deut.1:15; 1 Chron.13:1; 27:1; Isa.60:22; Amos 5:3; Micah 5:2; Zech.9:7; 12:5-9; cf. 1 Sam.18:7,8). 

E. God is pleased to choose the small and insignificant things of this world to accomplish His purposes (v.2; 1 Sam.16:7; 17:12; Isa.53:2; cf. 1 Cor.1:18-2:16).

QUESTIONS FOR SABBATH DISCUSSION & MEDITATION:
Take what you have learned this morning and make it into a prayer for yourself.  Have you trusted in the sacrifice of Jesus to save you from your sins or are you trusting in your own self-righteousness?  Commit yourself to God confessing your sins and your hope in Jesus alone for your salvation.  .  

How does Matthew 1-2 emphasize the “lowly” and “exalted” status of Jesus?

Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?

What was the title of this morning’s sermon?  Why?

Name a prophet contemporary with Micah.

Where is Bethlehem Ephrathah?  What happened of historical significance there?

How does Micah’s prophecy emphasize the “lowly” and “exalted” status of Jesus?

Prepared by Pastor Aaron Goerner (10/26/2003).  See Dt.33:8-10; Ezra 7:10; Malachi 2:7; Acts 17:11; Col.1:28,29; 1 Tim.4:12-16.  Questions/Comments?  Website: ChristChurchReformed.com; Email: christchurch@christchurchreformed.com

Matthew 2:6 �‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, Are by no means least among the leaders of Judah; For out of you shall come forth a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ” 





Micah 5:2-4 � “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.” �3 Therefore He will give them up until the time When she who is in labor has borne a child. Then the remainder of His brethren Will return to the sons of Israel. �4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock In the strength of the LORD, In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God. And they will remain, Because at that time He will be great To the ends of the earth. 





Micah 4:10 (NASB95)�“Writhe and labor to give birth, Daughter of Zion, Like a woman in childbirth; For now you will go out of the city, Dwell in the field, And go to Babylon. There you will be rescued; There the Lord will redeem you From the hand of your enemies. 





Micah 5:3 (NASB95)�Therefore He will give them up until the time When she who is in labor has borne a child. Then the remainder of His brethren Will return to the sons of Israel. 











