BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS

Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 5:9-16

Theme of Matthew: “Behold your King is coming to you” (Zech.9:9-11; Mt.21:4-5)

Theme of the Beatitudes: Christ’s Portrait of His People (John Stott)

Theme of the Sermon on the Mount: Life Styles of the Rich and Famous

Did you know?

“The Hebrew Bible contains 45 beatitudes, most of which are found in the wisdom literature: Deut 33:29; 1 Kgs 10:8 (twice); Isa 30:18; 32:20; 56:2; Ps 1:2; 2:12; 32:1, 2; 33:12; 34:9; 40:5; 41:2; 65:5; 84:5, 6, 13; 89:16; 94:12; 106:3; 112:1; 119:1, 2; 127:5; 128:1, 2; 137:8, 9; 144:15 (twice); 146:5; Job 5:17; Prov 3:13; 8:32, 34; 14:21; 16:20; 20:7; 28:14; 29:18; Qoh 10:17; Dan 12:12; 2 Chr 9:7 (twice) …The NT contains 37 beatitudes (Matt 5:3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11; 11:6; 13:16; 16:17; 24:46; Luke 1:45; 6:20, 21 (twice), 22; 7:23; 10:23; 11:27, 28; 12:37, 43; 14:15; 23:29; John 20:29; Rom 4:7, 8; 14:22; Jas 1:12; Rev 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7). Since seven of Matthew’s beatitudes have parallels in Luke (Matt 5:3=Luke 6:20b; Matt 5:4=Luke 6:21b; Matt 5:6=Luke 6:21a; Matt 5:11=Luke 6:22; Matt 11:6=Luke 7:23; Matt 13:16= Luke 10:23; Matt 24:46=Luke 12:43) and two of the Pauline beatitudes are a biblical citation (Rom 4:7–8=Ps 32:1–2), the NT adds 28 new beatitudes to the biblical collection” (The Anchor Bible Dictionary). 

INTRODUCTION

· The beatitudes are not at all like a personality test where some people are choleric, some people are melancholy, some sanguine, or others phlegmatic.  

· The beatitudes are descriptions of the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit and they describe every Christian. 

I.  THE FOUNDATION OF OUR PEACEMAKING WITH OTHERS IS GOD’S RECONCILING US TO HIMSELF THROUGH JESUS CHRIST (Romans 3-5; Ephesians 2:13-17; Colossians 1:19-20a).  

A. Before we do any peacemaking, we must first be at peace with God.  

B. Peacemaking is synonymous with reconciliation (Colossians 1:19-20; Romans 5:1,10).  Peacemaking is the restoration of a broken or disrupted relationship.

II.  PEACEMAKING INVOLVES EVANGELISM; BEING AN AMBASSADOR FOR JESUS CHRIST, THE PRINCE OF PEACE (Isaiah 9:6-7; 52:7; Nahum 1:15; cf. Romans 10:14-15).

A. We are offering the world terms of surrender, before it is too late and Jesus returns to judge the world (Isaiah 52:7; Nahum 1:15; Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; cf. Romans 10:14-15).

B. Peacemaking is not only individual but also national (Psalm 2; Matthew 28:18-20).

C. Every time you make a prayer request for unsaved family members, friends, or coworkers – you are demonstrating that you are a peacemaker.  

III.  PEACE AND PEACEMAKING IS A MANIFESTATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK IN THE CHURCH (Galatians 5:22-25)

A. “The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable…” (James 3:17-18).

B. Lack of peace within a church is evidence of the demonic.  Peace within the church is an evidence of the Spirit’s fruit and blessing (James 3:15-16).

(OVER )

IV.  PEACEMAKING ILLUSTRATED IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL

A. “If you are presenting your offering…and remember your brother has something against you…first be reconciled” (Matthew 5:23-24).

1. The worshipper has perhaps gone to great lengths to go to the temple in Jerusalem.

2. The worshipper makes all the ceremonial preparations for the offering.

3. Everything is in order to present the offering, when he remembers his brother has something against him!
4. Things are not right between you and God if they are not right between you and your brother (Matthew 5:21-22; cf. 1 John 2:9-11; 3:15; 4:20).

B. Jesus teaching about loving our enemies is another form of peacemaking (Matthew 5:43-45).  

1. Do you have any enemies?  

2. Have you ever made any enemies because of righteousness  (Matthew 5:10-12)?

3. Did you know that the more you grow in peacemaking the more enemies you will probably have?  

Who is the most hated, maligned, and insulted person in history?

MARGINAL NOTE: peacemaking and righteousness are next to one another in the beatitudes (Matthew 5:9-10).  This is interesting because “peace” and “righteousness” often occur together in the Old Testament (Psalm 34:14-15; 35:27-28; 37:11-12; 72:2,3,7; 85:10; 119:164-165; Prov.12:20-21; 16:7-8; Isaiah 9:7; 26:2-3; 32:16-18; 48:18; 54:13-14; 57:1-2; 60:17; cf. Romans 14:17; Ephesians 6:14-15; 2 Timothy 2:22; Hebrews 7:2; James 3:18; 1 Peter 3:11-12).


C. Church discipline is an aspect of peacemaking (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5:4-5; Galatians 6:1).

V.  THE WAY OF PEACE IS THE WAY OF THE CROSS (Isaiah 53:5)

QUESTIONS FOR SABBATH DISCUSSION & MEDITATION:
Take what you have learned this morning and make it into a prayer.  Have you been reconciled to God?  Pray that God would use you more effectively as a peacemaker.

If we are to live as peacemakers, with Whom must we first make peace?

With what word is “peacemaking” synonymous?

Why does a life characterized by “peacemaking” mean that we will have enemies?  Do you have enemies or have you made enemies in the past?  

Why is church discipline a form of peacemaking?

Give examples of how the cross is the way of peace.

Prepared by Pastor Aaron Goerner (2/15/2004).  See Dt.33:8-10; Ezra 7:10; Malachi 2:7; Acts 17:11; Col.1:28,29; 1 Tim.4:12-16.  Questions/Comments?  Website: ChristChurchReformed.com; Email: christchurch@christchurchreformed.com
Matthew 5:43-45�“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ �44 “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 








Matthew 5:9 �“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 








“The “Peacemaker” was the name of the “Colt Single Action Army,” the pistol of choice in settling the American West (Clarke 66).








"If you must make a choice between heresy and schism, always choose heresy."


 -Peter James Lee, one of the sixty Episcopal bishops who voted to approve the appointment of Gene Robinson, an openly gay man, as bishop of New Hampshire.








“The beatitudes set forth the balances and variegated character of Christian people.  These are not eight separate and distinct groups of disciples, some of whom are meek, while others are merciful and yet others are called upon to endure persecution.  They are rather eight qualities of the same group who at one and the same time are meek and merciful, poor in spirit and pure in heart, mourning and hungry, peacemakers and persecuted” (John Stott 31).











