THE PRACTICE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

Daniel 6; Matthew 6:1-18

Theme of Matthew: “Behold your King is coming to you” (Zech.9:9-11; Mt.21:4-5)

Theme of the Sermon on the Mount: Life Styles of the Rich and Famous

I.  WHAT IS A HYPOCRITE? (Matthew 6:2,5,16; also Matthew 15:7; 22:18; 23:13-29; 24:51; cf. Mark 7:6; Luke 6:42; 11:39; 12:56; 13:15)


A. Jesus’ use of the term “hypocrite” is humorous.

1. In Jesus’ day, a hypocrite was a theatrical term.  A “hypocrite” was a person who played the part of another.

2. The word “hypocrite” had a negative connotation for the Jews.  A hypocrite was someone who was unrighteous.

3. However, among the Greeks, “hypocrite” could have a positive connotation because many Greeks liked the theater.  

4. It seems that pious Jews did not go to theaters.

5. If pious Jews did not go to theaters, then where did they go to see “hypocrites” acting?  Jesus said you could go to the synagogue!!!  The last place you would expect to see the Greek stage was in the Jewish synagogue, but Jesus says the scribes and Pharisees were first class hypocrites!  

Matthew 6:2
“So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men... 

I recall a meeting during the impeachment controversy with then-Speaker Newt Gingrich. At one point Gingrich leaned over to me and said, “Clinton has to resign. He can't stay on in the midst of an impeachment. No one can lead with moral authority when, at the very same time, he is engaged in this sordid affair.”

I thought his assessment was correct. The only problem was that, as it was later disclosed, Gingrich himself at that very time was involved in an affair of his own, one of long standing. (Chuck Colson's Breakpoint)

B. You can almost hear the applause given to the hypocrites; “they have their reward in full” (Matthew 6:2,5,16).

C. Jesus is bringing out the sad humor and inconsistency of Jewish piety.

D. Practically speaking, we are usually the last people in the world to notice our own inconsistencies.  We can see the inconsistencies of others, but it is very hard to see our own (Matthew 7:3-5).

E. Why does Jesus call the publicizing of giving, prayer, and fasting hypocrisy?  

II.  DOES JESUS FORBID ANY AND ALL FORMS OF PUBLIC GIVING?  DOES JESUS FORBID ANY AND ALL FORM OF PUBLIC PRAYER?  DOES JESUS FORBID ANY AND ALL FORMS OF PUBLIC FASTING?  IS ALL OF OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO BE PERFORMED IN ABSOLUTE SECRECY?  (Matthew 6:4,5,6,16)

A. Piety is for the purpose of seeking God’s Kingdom; piety is for the purpose of seeking God’s righteousness; piety is for the purpose of being seen by God (Matthew 6:33).

B. Within each one of us is a deep desire to be noticed.  So much of our lives revolve around what others think about us.  

C. Jesus says that the natural desire we have to be noticed by others needs to be shifted in a God-ward direction.  

1. “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them…” (Matthew 6:1).

2. “so that they may be honored by men…” (Matthew 6:2).

3. “so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees…will reward you” (Matthew 6:4).

4. “so that they may be seen by men…” (Matthew 6:5).

5. “pray to your Father…and your Father who sees…will reward you” (Matthew 6:6).

6. “so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting” (Matthew 6:16).

7. so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father…” (Matthew 6:18).

John 5:44 
“How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God? 

D. The emphasis of Jesus is upon incentive.  Who are you trying to please?  God or men?  

Years ago a couple was planning on giving a $3 million gift to the Children’s Zoo in Central Park.  However, the New York City Art Commission approved only a small donor-name plaque on one entrance marker to the zoo, instead of the larger plaque they wanted.  Because the plaque wasn’t big enough, the couple took back their gift of $3 million.  

III.  DO YOU HAVE A PRIVATE LIFE?  DO YOU PRIVATELY PRACTICE RIGHTEOUSNESS?
A. Jesus is not forbidding acts of righteousness! (cf. Matthew 23:23)

B. Jesus is not condemning the “what” of righteousness (e.g. giving, prayer, fasting) but the “how” of righteousness (e.g. practicing piety so as to be noticed by men).
C. Matthew 6 is a difficult text because it doesn’t apply to many Christians.  Hypocrisy in giving does not apply to some Christians because they don’t give!  Hypocrisy in public prayer doesn’t apply because some don’t pray. Hypocrisy in fasting does not apply to some, because they never fast!  

D. The righteousness of our intentions, our words, our emotions, our piety, and our deeds is to take priority over everything else in our life (Matthew 6:31,33).

E. Everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him (1 John 2:29; 3:7 with 1 John 3:16-18).

QUESTIONS FOR SABBATH DISCUSSION & MEDITATION:
Take what you have learned this morning and make it into a prayer.  What areas of your piety need to be improved?

What is a “hypocrite?”  Why is Jesus’ teaching about “hypocrites” humorous?

Why does Jesus call the publicizing of giving, prayer, and fasting hypocrisy?

Does Jesus forbid any and all forms of public giving, prayer, or fasting?  Why or why not?

What must be the motive for our giving, praying, and fasting?

Prepared by Pastor Aaron Goerner (3/14/2004).  See Dt.33:8-10; Ezra 7:10; Malachi 2:7; Acts 17:11; Col.1:28,29; 1 Tim.4:12-16.  Questions/Comments?  Website: ChristChurchReformed.com; Email: christchurch@christchurchreformed.com



Romans 2:28-29�28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.








“I do not know what the heart of a bad man is like, but I do know what the heart of a good man is like, and it is terrible.”


-Ivan Turgenev, Russian novelist, poet, and writer











