TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM FOR MANY

Matthew 20:17-28

I.  FOR MANY (Matthew 20:28)

TULIP is an acronym for five important doctrines regarding salvation.

T – Total Depravity

U – Unconditional Election

L – Limited Atonement

I – Irresistible Grace

P – Perseverance of the Saints
The five points of TULIP are sometimes called the five points of Calvinism.  However, it wasn’t John Calvin who came up with these five points, but the Synod of Dort in 1619.  

A. Matthew 20:28 has sometimes been quoted by Calvinists as a proof text to support that Jesus died only for His sheep (cf. Isa. 53:8; Matt. 1:21; John 10:11, 15; 17:9; Eph. 5:25; Acts 20:28; Rom. 8:32–35).

B. The word “many” indicates that the death of Jesus would inaugurate the New Covenant.

1. “My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities” (Isaiah 53:11).

2. “Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing…And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week” (Daniel 9:24-27).

3. “for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28).

II. TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM: WHY DID JESUS GO TO THE CROSS? (Matthew 20:28)

A. The moral-influence theory says that Jesus died on the cross to demonstrate selfless love.   

1. This view of the atonement is especially prevalent in liberalism (Social Gospel).  

2. The moral-influence theory does contain an important truth.  The cross is an example of how we are to live (1 Peter 2:21).

3. The problem with the moral-influence theory is that it minimizes sin and God’s justice and holiness (Hebrews 9:22).  

B. The ransom theory of the atonement of Jesus comes from the word ransom in Matthew 20:28.  Who did Jesus give His life as a ransom to?  The answer that the church gave for one thousand years is that Jesus’ life was given to the devil (see John 12:31; Col.2:15; Hebrews 2:14-15; 1 John 3:8).

1. Some of the biggest proponents of a variation on the ransom theory of the atonement today are those who preach the “health and wealth” Gospel, also known as the Word-faith movement.

2. The health and wealth Gospel preaches that Jesus has already paid the ransom fee to the devil for your physical afflictions and poverty.  Therefore if you are not healthy and wealthy then Satan and his demons have in some way chained your life.  To get rid of sickness and poverty is to renounce Satan and claim the victory of Jesus.

3. To this day the Orthodox invoke God to expel evil spirits at baptism.


4. There are several problems with the ransom theory of the atonement:

a. If the life of Jesus was given to the devil, then how did Jesus get away from the devil?  Did God make an honest bargain with the devil or deceive the devil?

b. Satan does not have a legal claim upon sinners.

In a classical work on the atonement, George Smeaton wrote:

“Sinful men were indeed in bondage to Satan, but his power was founded simply on the guilt of that sin in which he involved them, or on the right of conquest which he had effected. He was but the jailor, having no power over his captives except by God’s authority, who left them under a just doom—under sin, death, and hell. But, in the proper acceptation of terms, men are guilty to God: against Him, and Him only, was sin committed (﻿Ps. 51:4﻿).” (Paul's doctrine of the atonement: Taken from The Doctrine of the Atonement According to the Apostles.)

c. The ransom theory of the atonement goes against the entire sacrificial system of the Old Testament.  Does this mean that when people brought animals to the altar that the animals were symbolic of a ransom being paid to the devil?  

d. Matthew 20:28 says nothing ransom being paid to the devil.  

C. The third theory on the atonement is called the satisfaction theory.  This was propounded in the 11th century Anselm in a very famous work, Cur Deus homo? (Why did God become man?  )

1. Gospel preaching will emphasize, “Behold, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world.”  

2. Sin and dominion no longer have power over the man, woman, or child who puts his/her faith in Jesus.

Propitiation - The substitutionary suffering of Christ upon the cross which satisfied the wrath of God and His justice.  Propitiation is a turning away of divine wrath.  

What is the meaning of “ransom” in Matthew 20:28?

QUESTIONS FOR SABBATH DISCUSSION & MEDITATION:

What are the two controversial questions which have arisen over Matthew 20:28, “to give His life a ransom for many.”

Explain why “many” is the language of the New Covenant. 

Name the three theories of the atonement that were discussed.  Explain what they are, and their strengths and weaknesses.

What does propitiation mean?
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Gregory of Nyssa (a 4th century church father) taught that God deceived the devil by the “fish-hook” of Christ’s deity (His flesh was the “bait”). Augustine (a church father whose life spanned both the 4th and 5th centuries) viewed the cross as a kind of mousetrap which ensnared the devil (Larry Dixon, “The Doctrine of Salvation”; Emmaus Journal; Vol.10:211).








